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P e t ty ,  One Ring To Bind Them A ll:  T o lk ie n 's  M ythology 
( U n iv e r s i ty ,  Alabama: Univ. o f  Alabama P re s s ,  1979), 
e sp . p. 62, and p. 100 where P e t ty  n o te s  th e  r e le v a n t  
s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f c i r c l e s  f o r  th e  o ld  Sioux m ed ic ine  man, 
Black E lk . F in a l ly ,  f o r  a com plete d is c u s s io n  o f 
A ra g o rn 's  s ig n i f ic a n c e ,  see  Paul H. K ocher, M aster 
of M iddle E a r th : The F ic t io n  o f  J .R .R . T o lk ie n  (New 
York: B a l la n t in e  Books, 1977), pp. 121-151.
24For a v a lu a b le  d is c u s s io n  of T o lk ie n 's  concep t 
o f jo y  and o th e r  f a n ta s y  them es, see  R obert J .  R e ily , 
"T o lk ien  and th e  F a iry  S to ry ,"  in  T o lk ien  and th e  
C r i t i c s , pp. 128-150, e sp . 147-150. T h is e s sa y  o r ig ­
in a l ly  appeared  in  T hought, 38 (1 9 6 3 ), 89-106 .
25In The T o lk ien  R ead e r, p. 105.
26For o th e r  d is c u s s io n s  o f th e  f re e d o m -fa te  d ia ­
l e c t i c  in  T o lk ie n , see  Gunnar U rang, Shadows o f Heaven: 
R e lig io n  and F an ta sy  in  th e  W ritin g s  o f C .S. Lew is, 
C h a rles  W illiam s, and J .R .R , T o lk ien  ( P h ila d e lp h ia :  A 
P ilg r im  P re ss  Book, 1971), pp. 157 f f . ,  and W il l i s  B. 
G lover, "The C h r is t ia n  C h a ra c te r  o f T o lk ie n 's  W orld," 
C r i t i c i s m , 13 (1 9 7 1 ), 39-53.
27In T o lk ie n : T ree and L e a f, Smith of Wootton 
M ajor, The Homecoming of B eorh tno th  (London: Unwin 
P ap e rb a ck s) , pp. 158-59.
28For a more g en e ra l and com plete d is c u s s io n  o f 
th e  hand im agery , see Marion P e r r e t ,  "R ings Off T heir 
F in g e rs : Hands in  The Lord o f th e  R in g s ,"  A r i e l : A 
Review of I n te r n a t io n a l  E n q lish  L i t e r a tu r e ,  6 (1975) 
52-66.
29For o th e r  d is c u s s io n s  of Tom Bom badil, see 
O 'N e i l l ,  pp. 1 2 0 f f . ,  and Gordon E. S le th a u g , "T olk ien  
Tom Bom badil, and th e  C re a tiv e  Im a g in a tio n ,"  E n g lish  
S tu d ie s  in Canada, 4 (1 9 7 7 ), 341-50.
30S ir  Gawain and The Green K n ig h t, P e a r l , and S ir  
O rfeo , t r a n s .  J .R .R . T o lk ie n , in tro .  C h ris to p h e r  T o lk ien  
(New Y ork: B a l la n t in e  Books, 1980), 11 . 204-06, 596, 
pp. 138, 148.
31In T o lk ie n : T ree and L ea f, Smith of Wootton 
M ajor, The Homecoming o f B eorhtnotlg,  p . 135.
32C e le b ra tin g  th e  E u c h a r is t ,  A dvent-C hristm as 
S eason: November 30 to  January  30, 1980-81 (C o lle g e v il l e , 
M innesota: The L i tu r g ic a l  P re s s ,  1980), p. 94.
3In T o lk ie n : Tree and L ea f, Smith of Wootton 
M ajor, The Homecoming of B e o rh tn o th , p . 134.
34In The T o lk ien  R eader, p. 104.
35Modern Heroism: E ssays on D.H. Lawrence, W illiam  
Empson, and J .R .R . T o lk ien  (B erk e ley : Univ o f  C a l if o r n ia  
P re s s , 1973), p. 235.
36"The Im ag in a tiv e  World o f J .R .R . T o lk ie n ,"
South A t la n t ic  Q u a r te r ly , 69 (1 9 7 0 ), 275. See a lso  
B arton R. F riedm an 's  approach to  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  
between h is to ry  and f a n ta s y  o r  myth, " F a b r ic a tin g  
H is to ry : N a rra tiv e  S tra te g y  in  The Lord of th e  R in g s ,"
C l io , 2 (1 9 7 3 ), 123-144. F in a l ly ,  th e  in te r e s te d  
re a d e r  should  a ls o  c o n s u lt  an u n t i t l e d  poem of Murray 
Bodo, O.F.M. which r a th e r  rem arkably  approaches th e  
genera l d i a l e c t i c  between in te r n a l  and e x te rn a l  r e a l i t y  
u sing  th e  symbols o f  th e  "road" and "wheel" to  s tan d  
fo r  th e  "Journey  and th e  Dream." Thus, f i n a l l y ,  "The 
Journey  and th e  Dream/Are one balanced  a c t  of lo v e ."
See F ra n c is :  The Jou rney  and th e  Dream ( n .p . :  S t .  
Anthony M essenger P re s s ,  197 2 ), pp. 167-68.
37In P h an ta sm ag o ria : T a le s  o f  F an ta sy  and th e  
S u p e r n a tu r a l , ed . Jane Mobley (Garden C ity , New 
York: Anchor Books, 197 7 ), p . 76.
Editorial Notes
In this issue we observe two anniversaries: the 
15th of the founding of The Myt.hopoeic Society, and Ihe 
150th of the birth of Lewis Carroll. To mark the old­
est, Joe R. Christopher and Ruth Berman have written 
articles on Carroll, a man who continues to be specially 
appreciated as a pioneer in literature and fantasy.
Also with this issue, Mythlore has reached that 
special number to Hobbits — 33. This is a time to 
briefly pause and evaluate its "adolescence" and look 
forward to what lies ahead. The prospects are good.
In the last year its circulation has increased almost 20% 
We are not yet to where we want and can be, but the 
recent growth has not been accidental. Many factors 
have made this possible, not the least has been the 
reader's support in renewals and passing the word.
We have changed with this issue to a more satisfactory 
printer, and hope in the near future to increase the 
number of pages. Further on, dependent on further 
growth, we hope to see typesetting and the use of color. 
This will only be possible with your individual effort 
to let those know who would be quite interested if they 
but knew of Mythlore's existence. This includes both 
individuals and libraries. In the last issue a poll was 
enclosed as to how you both now see Mythlore and would 
like it to be. On a spectrum of "fan publication" at 1 
and "serious journal" at 9, the responses average 
out to 6.52 as to how the readers see Mythlore now, 
and 7.59 as to what they would like it to be. Tf Mythlore 
is to increase its outreach it must attempt to please as 
best it can both its current and potential readers. As 
has been said before, it is not possible to please every­
one in all respects, despite our efforts. I personally see Mythlore as a journal with a human personality, 
intended to serve those who share a deep and abiding 
enthusiasm for the journal's interests. To put it an­
other way, Mythlore is for the "literate fan" (a term 
I did not originate). It is possible to be an enthusiast 
with critical standards, as the readership of Mythlore 
clearly demonstrates. I usually avoid terms such as 
"fan," "fannish," vs. "serious," "literate," and "scholar­
ly," because they belong to somewhat dangerous terri­
tory, and are slippery terms to deal with. They do not 
mean the same thing to everyone, and a great deal of 
fuss and bother can be created when they are used. I 
personally feel much of this results from semantic dis­
agreement and misunderstanding of what others may 
mean when these terms are employed. Although these 
terms are mistakenly mutually exclusive to some, and 
are made demonstrably so in some quarters, I believe 
in the context of Mythlore one can find a common 
ground for both which is mutually enriching.
Some have written asking why we don't publish more 
on a certain area or author(s). The honest answer is 
that we have received no submissions on that area or 
author at this point. As C.S. Lewis said in effect about 
some of his books, he wrote them because he wanted to 
read them, and no one else had yet written them. In 
this light, perhaps some readers will want to write on 
that which they would like to see in Mythlore. See page 
13 of Mythlore 30 for some topics in which others have 
expressed interest. Continued on page 47
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M A T T E R S  O F  G R A V E  IM P O R T  c o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  38  
e r  f o r g e t  t h e  h u g e  r e l i e f  a n d  d e l i g h t  o f  l e a r n i n g  
f r o m  S c r e w t a p e  t h a t  h u m i l i t y  m e a n s ,  n o t  h a v i n g  a  
lo w  o p i n i o n  o f  o n e ' s  ow n  t a l e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  a s s e t s ,  
b u t  s i m p l y  t o  h a v e  n o  b i a s  i n  o n e ' s  ow n  f a v o r :  t o  
b e  a b l e  t o  " d e s i g n  t h e  b e s t  c a t h e d r a l  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  
a n d  k n o w  i t  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t ,  a n d  r e j o i c e  i n  t h e  
f a c t ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a n y  m o r e . . . g l a d  a t  h a v i n g  d o n e  
i t  t h a n  h e  w o u ld  b e  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  b y  a n o t h e r . "
O ne o f  t h e  t h i n g s  f o r  w h ic h  I  am g r a t e f u l  t o  
T o l k i e n  ( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t r e e s  a n d  j e w e l s  a n d  R e c o v ­
e r y )  i s  t h e  c l u s t e r  o f  im a g e s  i n  w h ic h  h e  h a s  m ade  
H o p e  l i v e .  " . . . I n  t h e  e n d  t h e  S h a d o w  w a s  o n l y  a 
s m a l l  a n d  p a s s i n g  t h i n g :  t h e r e  w a s  l i g h t  a n d  h i g h  
b e a u t y  f o r  e v e r  b e y o n d  i t s  r e a c h . "  F a c i n g  t h e  
o v e r w h e lm in g  p o w e r s  o f  e v i l  a n d  d e a t h ,  o n e  c a n  m ake  
D e n e t h o r ' s  c h o i c e — o r  T h e o d e n ' s — a n d  m a k e  a l l  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e .
My d e b t  t o  C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m s  i s  s o  im m e n se  t h a t  
i t  s e e m s  e v e n  m o r e  r i d i c u l o u s  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
tw o  t o  t r y  t o  h i g h l i g h t  i t  i n  a  p a r a g r a p h .  B u t ,  
b a s i c a l l y ,  h i s  i n s i g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  G l o r y  t u r n e d  a  
m u l t i v e r s e  i n t o  a  u n i v e r s e  f o r  m e . Who e l s e  h a d  
h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  a s s e r t ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a l l  t h e  
p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  com m on s e n s e ,  t h a t  
w h a t  w e  s e e  w h e n  w e  f a l l  i n  l o v e  i s  r e a l  a n d  t h a t  
i t  i s  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  i s  b l i n d ?  A nd  
t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  p a s s e s ,  t h e  k n o w le d g e  
o f  t h a t  r e a l i t y  i n  e v e r y  p e r s o n  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  a  
l i f e .  T h e  m o s t  b o r i n g  p e r s o n  w e  k n o w , t h e  m o s t  a r -  
r o g r a n t  o r  c o m m o n p la c e  o r  d e p r a v e d ,  b e a r s  t h e  G l o r y ;  
m o r e , t h e  G l o r y  i s  o n e  t h r o u g h o u t  s p a c e  a n d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t i m e .  H e r e  i s  a  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  
t h e  v i s i o n s  o f  p a s t  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  a l w a y s  f a s c i n ­
a t e d  m e; h e r e  i s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  u n o r t h o d o x  h e a l i n g ;  
h e r e  i s  t h e  I n w a r d  L i g h t  t o  w h ic h  a s  a  Q u a k e r  I  t u r n  
i n  m e d i t a t i o n ,  a n d  w h ic h  m a k e s  m e , w i l l y - n i l l y ,  a  
F r i e n d  t o  a l l  c r e a t i o n .
P r o b a b l y  t h e  s i n g l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  
h i s t o r y  t h a t  b e s t  e n g r a v e d  t h i s  o n  my m in d  w a s  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  D a l e  Z i e g l e r ' s  l o v e l y  m u s i c  t o  THE 
GREATER TRUMPS p l a y  w e  d i d  a t  M y th c o n  I I .  " R i s e  t 6  
a d o r e  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  L o v e . . .  . Y o u ' r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m y s -  
t e r y ,  i f  y o u  m ea n  t o  l o v e . "
R E V E L
Revel is a sound fantasy magazine for the blind and others 
prevented from reading printed material. It is perhaps the 
only exclusively fantasy magazine for the blind at this time. 
Revel is a compilation of fantasy stories — long and short, 
papers and articles, a column on Tolkien, a bardic presen­
tation, articles from Mythlore -- and a touch of the Celtic 
in music. It has emerged as a six hour, slow speed cassette 
wich can be played back on a type of cassette equipment is­
sued to the sightless through the Library of Congress.
Revel is distributed to any blind person who would like to 
subscribe for the cost of tape and handling.
The editors' goal is to share the wealth by introducing a 
semi-professional medium where an exchange between those 
who do read the printed word and those who mostly can only hear it can take place.
Revel needs readers — who read well and enjoy reading 
fantasy aloud. If you would like to read for or make a do­
nation to Revel, please write to Revel, P. O. Box 961, San 
Fransciso, California 94101.
We welcome Revel to The Mythopoeic Society's family 
of publications. The Society also publishes its monthly 
news bulletin, Mythprint, at $6 a year, and its fiction annual, 
Mythellany, at $2.50 a copy. Both Mythprint and Mythellany 
can be ordered from the Orders Department, 1008 N. Mon- 
terey Street, Alhambra, California 91801.
C O N T R I B U T O R S
We are pleased to further introduce the writers of 
articles and cover artists.
Sarah Beach
B.A. in English from the University of Houston; M.A. 
in English from the University of Texas, her thesis being 
on Beowulf. Her main area of study is English Medieval 
Literature, having also studied Old Irish. She writes, 
draws and paints when time and inspiration allow.
Ruth Berman
Ph. D. in English. She has had a number of articles, 
stories and poems printed in many magazines, some liter­
ary, some sf/fantasy, and in book anthologies. Other 
Carrollian articles include "Patterns of Unification in 
Sylvie and Bruno (pamphlet published by T-K Graphics) and 
The Not-Dragons of Lewis Carroll" (forthcoming in Niekas).
Joe R. Christopher
B.A., M. A., & Ph. D. from the University of Oklahoma. 
His dissertation was on "The Romances of Clives Staples 
Lewis, and led to the enumerative bibliographies he has 
published since, including C.S. Lewis: An Annotated Check­
list. He lives and teaches in Texas.
Randy L. DeJaynes
B.A. & M. A. from Western Illinois University, Macomb, 
M. Div. from Christ Seminary, St. Louis. He teaches 
Vampire literature and 19th Century British Literature at 
Western Illinois Univ., and is currently working on books 
on Vampire Literature and Charles Williams. Besides 
writing and reading, he enjoys gardening.
Mark M. Hennelley, Jr.
Classical B.A. and Ph. D. from St. Louis University. 
Teaches Romance literature with a special interest in 
fantasy at California State University, Sacramento. His 
personal interests include helping raise four children, 
little league, jogging and films.
Roland M. Kawano
B. A. . Did graduate work in English Literature at the 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, and attended Nashotah 
House (Anglican) Seminary in Milwaukee. He is the Rector 
of St. Andrew's Japanese Congregation in Toronto, Canada 
and regional Dean of Porkdobe in the Diocese of Toronto.
Lucy Matthews
B.A. & Ph. D. from Birmingham University (England) 
with a special interst in the History of Babylon. She works 
as an artist for the Daily Express Newspaper. She has 
illustrated in books and periodicals, and is actively inter­
ested in Roman and Celtic British History. She enjoys 
spending time outdoors and tending a large garden.
Ed ito ria l N o tes  continued from page 13
By way of further comment on the pointing out of Tolkien's 
underlying Christianity in the last issue, this was partly 
done to counter the idea that is heard from time to time that 
in effect Lewis and Williams are basically Christian writers 
and Tolkien was not. While how each of the three expressed 
themselves as writers is not the same in many ways, includ­
ing the degree of implicitness vs. explictness, the basic 
common source of inspiration cannot now, if it ever could, 
be denied. The Christian content need not be directly dis­
cussed in Tolkien any more than in Lewis or Williams, but 
when it is revelant neither should it be skirted or denied.
We are very pleased to welcome a Linguistic Editor and 
Columnist: Paul Nolan Hyde, a man of both great expertise 
and enthusiasm regarding Middle-earth philology. A great 
deal of new material is now available on this subject since 
the publication of The Silmarillion, Unfinished Tales, and 
The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien. This material will likely 
grow larger with expected further publications. Dr. Hyde 
is a welcome addition to serve this continuing interest.
